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Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same 
Jesus which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like man- 
ner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.—Acts 1: 11. 
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‘JOSEPH SMITH A TRUE PROPHET. 


IV. 
MIRACULOUS ESCAPE PREDICTED. 
On the 31st of October, 1838, Joseph and a number of his e all 
prominent men in the Church, were betrayed by Col. George M. Hinkle 
into the hands of the mob-militia who had surrounded Far West, Missouri, 
determined to sack the town. Although Joseph had only been in Mis- 
souri a few months, and had not done the least harm to a single soul 
there, nearly the whole population of that state, including its highest 
officers, both civil and military, had become so exasperated, through the 
stream of lies which had been circulated through the country concerning 
the Saints and their motives, that they had fully determined to kill the 
leaders of the Church; and there were scores in that mob-militia camp to 
which Joseph and his brethren were brought that memorable day, who 
would have considered it a great honor to put to death Joseph and his 
fellow-prisoners. They knew also that there would be no danger of them 
being brought to justice for such a deed, even if they should assassinate 
them without orders from any commander. It was on this occasion that 
the mobbers cursed and shouted like madmen, and swore that Joseph 
and those with him should never see their friends or families again alive; 
and to prove that this was not the boast and threat of the common soldier 
only, I will refer you to what John Clark, the general and commander of 


the whole militia, said in his notorious speech, which he delivered before 


the brethren at Far West, after he had made them prisoners of war. Re- 
ferring to Joseph and his fellow prisoners, who then were on the road to 


Jackson County, in the hands of General Lucas sai his army, Generel 


Clark said: 
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As for your leaders, do not once think—do not cage for a moment— 
do not let it enter your minds, that they will be delivered, or that 777 
will see their faces again, for their fate is fixed, THEIR DIE IS casT, THEIR 
DOOM IS SEALED. 

But while, from a human standpoint, it seemed absolutely impossible 
for Joseph and his brethren to escape from their enemies alive, Joseph 
rose up in the spirit of his prophetic calling, and prophesied that they 
ALL should be delivered alive. Parley P. Pratt, one of the prisoners with 
Joseph, writes the following: 

As we arose and commenced our march on the morning of the 3rd of 
November, Joseph Smith spoke to me and the other prisoners in a low 
but cheerful and confidential tone. Said he: Be of good cheer, brethren; 
the word of the Lord came to me last night that our fives should be given 
us, and that whatever we may suffer during this captivity, not one of our 

lives should be taken.” Of this prophecy I testify in the name of the 


Lord, and though spoken in secret, its public fulfilment and the miraculous 
escape of each one of us is too notorious to need my testimony.—(Parley 


P. Pratt’s Autobiography, page 210.) 

Notwithstanding the fact that they were sentenced on two or three 
different occasions to be shot, that several attempts were made to poison 
them while incarcerated in filthy dungeons, and that forty men at a 
certain time and place entered into a conspiracy that they would neither 
eat nor drink until they had killed the “ Mormon Prophet,” all the breth- 
ren in due course of time escaped from their persecutors and would-be 
murderers, and, although they suffered as only few men have suffered, 
they arrived safely, and all alive, among their friends in Illinois. This 

surely is another proof of Joseph Smith’s prophetic gift, while General 
Clark at the same time is proven to be a false prophet. | 

PREDICTIONS ABOUT COMING TO THE MOUNTAINS. : 

Under date of Saturday, August 6, 1842, Joseph wrote: 

I over the river to Montrose, lowa, in com with General 
Adan Brewer and others, the 
officers of the Rising Sun Lodge of Ancient Vork Masons at Montrose, by 
General James Adams, deputy grand master of Illinois. While the deputy © 
grand master was engaged in giving the requisite instructions to the 
master elect, I had a conversation with a number of brethren in the shade 
of the building on the subject of our persecution in Missouri, and the con- 
stant annoyance which had followed us since we were driven from that 
state. I prophesied that the Saints should continue to suffer much 
affliction, and would be driven to the Rocky Mountains; many would 
apostatize, others would be put to death by our persecutors, or lose their 
lives in consequence of exposure or disease, and some of you will live to 

po as assist in 1 settlements and build cities, and see the Saints 
— 17 mighty people in the Rocky Mountains. (Historical Record, 


I need spend no time to prove the fulfilment of this remarkable proph- 
ecy. All of you who are present in this hall to-night can testify to its 
literal fulfilment. The Latter-day Saints have indeed become a mighty 
people in these mountains, numbering, as they do now, about two hun- 
dred thousand souls, organized into thirty-two Stakes of Zion, or nearly 
five hundred wards and branches; and this does not include the Saints 
in Mexico and Canada. It is also a matter of history that the Saints; for 
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years after the prediction was uttered, continued to suffer persecution 

and affliction from their enemies; that many apostatized, while others, 

who proved faithful and true to their covenants, were put to death for 

conscience’ sake, and the remainder were driven by a ruthless mob from 

the beautiful city of Nauvoo into the western wilderness, in the year 1846. 
| ESCAPE FROM ENEMIES PREDICTED. 

Early in the year 1844, while the spirit of renewed persecutions was 
brooding in Hancock County, Illinois, Joseph was inspired to make pre- 
parations for sending an expedition to the Rocky Mountains, to seek out 
a new location for the Saints, as it had been revealed to him that they 
would not be permitted to remain much longer in their Dlinois homes. 
On Sunday, Feb. 25, 1844, while the Prophet was engaged in selecting 
brethren to go on Nu expedition, he gave them some important instruc- 
tions, and prophesied that within five years the Saints should be out of 
the power of their old enemies, whether they were apostates or of the 

world; and the Prophet also told the brethren to record it, chat when it 
came to pass, they need not say they had forgotten the saying.—(His- 
torical Record, page 542.) 

Five years after this prediction was uttered the Saints had been driven 
frou Nauvoo; the noble band of Pioneers had, under the guidance of 
Jehovah, been led to these valleys in 1847, about three years after the 
prediction was made; and in 1849 (five years after) the bulk of the exiles 
from Nauvoo had gathered here, thirteen hundred miles from their 
Illinois persecutors. 

STEPHEN A. DOUGLAS. 

I will now refer you to another most remarkable prophecy and its ful- 
filment. Among the prominent men of Illinois, who befriended the Saints 
when they were expelled from Missouri, was Stephen A. Douglas, after- 
wards known as the Little Giant,” and who became one of the great 
statesmen of our nation. This man continued friendly to the Saints for 
many years, and especially to Joseph Smith, in whose case he, as an 
Illinois district judge, rendered a fair and impartial decision at Mon- 
mouth, June 10, 1841, at a time when the Missourians were endeavoring 
to get Joseph Smith into their power. After that he and the Prophet 
exchanged visits, and on one occasion when Joseph dined with him in 
Carthage, Illinois, May 18, 1843, he listened to a lengthy explanation 
from the Prophet about the Missouri persecutions. Winding up the con- 
versation, Joseph spoke of the dire effects that would flow to the nation 
if the United States should refuse to redress the wrongs of murder, arson 
and robbery committed against the Saints in Missouri, and the crimes 
committed upon the Saints by the officers of the government; he turned 
to Judge Douglas and said: “You will aspire to the presidency of the 
United States, and if ever you turn your hand against me or the Latter- 
day Saints, you will feel the weight ef the hand of the Almighty upon 
you; and you will live to see and know that I have testified the truth to 
you, for the conversation of this day will stick to you through life.” 

The first part of this prophecy, relating to the nation generally, has of 
course not yet been completely fulfilled, but that which refers to Judge 
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Douglas personally has had a literal fulfilment. Judge Douglas con- 
tinued to rise in prominence in the nation as long as he remained a friend 
to the Saints. But finally he turned against them, and at the time the 
excitement ran high against the Mormons,” in 1857, and preparations 
were being made to send an army against the people of Utah, Judge 
Douglas thought he would add a little to the great popularity he had 
already achieved by doing the most popular thing that could be done at 
the time, namely, denounce the “Mormons.” Hence, in a political speech 
_ which he delivered in Springfield, Illinois, June 12, 1857, and which was 
published in the Missouri Republican of June 18 following, and partly 
republished with comments in the Deseret News of September 2, 1857, 
Senator Douglas attacked the Saints in Utah in a most fierce and unwar- 
ranted manner, and among many other bitter expressions which he made, 
he called Mormonism” a “loathsome, disgusting ulcer,” to which he 
recommended that Congress apply the knife and cut it out.. In the Des- 
eret News of the date mentioned, the prophecy of Joseph Smith was re- 
published with warning remarks, directed to Mr. Douglas, who at that 
time, in fulfilment of Joseph’s words, was already aspiring to the presi- 
dency of the United States; and in the campaign of 1860 he became the 
candidate of the Independent Democratic party for that position. It is 
asserted that no man ever entered into a campaign with brighter pros- 
pects of success than did Senator Douglas on that occasion. His friends 
viewed him as sure to be seated in the presidential chair, because of his 
great popularity. But, alas, he and his friends had reckoned without 
divine interposition. He had lifted his hands against the Saints of the 
Most High God, and denounced the people whom he knew to be innocent, 
and whom he ought to have defended. The result was that he was sadly 
defeated at the election, as he only received two electoral votes against 
seventeen cast for Abraham Lincoln (Republican), and eleven cast for J. 
C. Breckenridge (Democrat). 
When the result of the election became known in Utah, Apostle Orson 
Hyde published the following in the Deseret News of December 12, 1860: 
| Ep Utah Territory, Nov. 27, 1860. 
Will the judge now acknowledge that a Smith — a — — 
If he will not, does he recollect a certain conversation had with Mr. Smith 
at the house of Sheriff Backenstos, in Carthage, Illinois, in the year 1843, 
in which Mr. Smith said to him: “You will yet aspire to the presidency 
of the United States. But if you ever raise your hand or your voice 
— the Latter-day Saints, you shall never be President of the United 
Does Judge Douglas recollect in a public speech delivered by him in 
the year 1857, at Springfield, Illinois, of comparing the “Mormon” com- 
munity, then constituting the inhabitants of tah erritory, to a loath- 
some ulcer on the body politic,” and of recommending the knife to be 
applied to cut it out? 
ong other things the judge will doubtless recollect that I was 
resent and heard the conversation between him and Joseph Smith, at 
r. Backenstos’ residence in Carthage, before alluded to. | 
Now, judge, what think you about Joseph Smith and“ Mormonism?” 
| OnsO Hype. 


oe few months later, or in June, 1861, Judge Douglas died in disappoint- 
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ment and grief. Never has the saying of any Prophet of God been more 
literally and minutely fulfilled than the prediction made by the a 
FF 

[To BE CONTINUED. 


SHEFFIELD CONFERENCE. 


Minutes of Conference held in the Saints’ meeting room, Sheffield, Sun- 
day, March 22, 1891. The following Elders from Utah were present: 
Apostle Brigham Young, President of the European Mission; Elder J. F. 
Squires, from the Liverpool office; Elder J. E. Creer, President of, and 
Elders Geo. V. Stevenson, B. S. Hunt and C. J. Mortensen, Traveling 
Elders in the Nottingham Conference; Elder Geo. D. Lovett, of the London 
Conference; Elders J. F. Clarke and A. F. Hayeock, of the Leeds Confer. 
ence; Elder James Evans, President of, and Chas. Cottrell, Thos. Wheatley 
and E. W. Swann, Traveling Elders in the Sheffield Conference. 

10:30 a.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Wheatley. Singing. 

President Evans made a few remarks expressing his pleasure at meeting 
with the Saints in Conference. 

Elder Chas. Parkin reported the Sheffield Branch to be in good standing, 
and the Saints there united. | 

Elder Jas. Martin reported the Hoyland Common Branch to be in good 
condition, with few exceptions. 

Elder Hunt spoke of the necessity of bn and testified to the 
divinity of the Gospel taught by the Latter-day Saints. 

Elder Swann expressed his pleasure at meeting with the Saints. He 
testified to the divinity of the work and advised the Saints to keep in 
the straight and narrow path. 

Elder J. F. Clarke spoke on the Godhead, and éited scriptural evidence 
that God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost are separate 
and distinct personages. He testified that the Gospel was again upon the 
earth, with all the gifts and blessings that adorned it anciently. 

Elder Stevenson testified that the kingdom which Daniel saw was being 
established upon the earth, never more to be thrown down or given to an- 
other people. He said the people did not care to accept the principles of 
truth, but a time would come when they would wish they had listened to 
the testimony of the Elders. 

President Evans testified that he knew that he was engaged in the work 
of God. He rejoiced in being counted worthy to be an ambassador of 
Christ, and to be persecuted for His sake. Persecution was an heritage 
of the people of God. | 

Apostle Brigham Young 3 a ree passages of Scripture relating to 
the personality of God. He said the Elders came out of pure affection 
for mankind, to preach the Gospel. He spoke on the authority to preach, 
and said that men had no right to usurp authority under a commission 
given to others. He advised the Saints to hold fast to the principles of 
truth which they had espoused. 

Prayer by Elder Creer. 
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2:30 p.m. Prayer by Elder Clarke. The Sacrament was nere by 
Elders Wheatley and Swann. 

Elder Lovett said it was necessary to have faith in the true and living 
God and in Jesus Christ whom He has sent. He felt more inclined to 
keep the commandments of God at the present time than he ever did in 
his life. He had enjoyed his labors while in these lands. 

President Evans read the statistical report of the Sheffield Conference 
for the half year ending December 31, 1890. 

Elder Cottrell expressed pleasure at meeting with the Saints of the 
Sheffield Conference, and bore his testimony to the divinity of the work. 

Elder Squires expressed his joy at being numbered with the Saints, 
although they are a despised and persecuted people. He realized the diffi- 
culties they had to contend with to get at the honest in heart. He spoke 
for a short time on the first principles of the Gospel, and exhorted all 
present to press on to perfection in keeping the laws of God. | 

Elders Mortenson and Haycock testified of their a of the work 
in which the Saints were engaged. 

President Evans presented the general and local authorities of the 
Church, who were sustained by a unanimous vote. 

President Young delivered a short and interesting discourse, and stated 
that he knew the testimonies which had been borne were true, and would 
condemn those who did not believe them. He encouraged the Saints and 
exhorted them to forever hold to the principles of life and salvation. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Cottrell. 

6p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Lovett. 

Elder Wheatley made a few remarks and bore his testimony to the 
divinity of the Gospel. 

Elder J. E. Creer spoke on the . of the Church. Paul oer 
that the officers were for the work of the ministry until we come to a 
unity of the faith. Elder Creer also spoke of the appearance of the angel 
Moroni, who revealed the Book of Mormon. The speaker testified that 
the book was a sacred record, and that Joseph Smith was a Prophet of 
the Most High God. 

Apostle Young showed the necessity of a strict adherence to the princi- 
ples of truth. He advised the Saints to live so as to keep the testimony 
of Jesus—the spirit of prophecy—burning within their bosoms. He bore 
a powerful testimony to the truth of the Gospel. 

President Evans also bore his testimony, and closed the conference by 
pronouncing the benediction. 

The meetings were well attended and the Spirit of God rested upon the 
people. HEBER J. Parkin, Clerk of the Conference. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


The epidemic of influenza seems to have been generally spread over Lincolnshire and 
Yorkshire, and there have been many deaths. In the week ending April 18, it was 
factories with the disease. 
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The Belgian colliery owners have formed a syndicate in order to protect themselves 
against the demands of the miners. | 

On April 21, a little boy named Stafford, son of an ex-Mayor of Leicester, shot his 
brother while playing with a revolver, and in a fit of remorse fired the weapon at his 
own head, with fatal results. 

Sr. Pererssure, April 21.—A decree is published to-day prohibiting Jewish artizans 
and mechanics, as well as brewers and brandy distillers of that faith, from settling i in 
the city of Moscow or any other place in the Moscow government. 

In the investigations of the committee to inquire into the number of hours valley 
servants were required to work, it developed on April 16, that signal-men on the Cam- 
brian Railways had been on duty from thirty-six to thirty-eight hours at a stretch. 

The coke region in Pennsylvania is again excited to fever heat. A hundred strikers 
having attacked the plant of the Frick Company at Scottdale, on April 21, shots were 
exchanged, and for a while the fight raged fiercely. The guards, however, held their 
ground, and finally: compelled the mob to retreat. One of the deputy sheriffs was so 
seriously wounded that it is feared he will not recover. The strikers destroyed the 
water tanks at the Kyle works of the Frick Company with dynamite. 

Vienna, April 20.—The village of Rohozna, near Czernovitz, was yesterday the scene 
of great excitement, owing to the sudden appearance of a wolf. The animal bit every- 
one coming in its way, and the peasants did not succeed in killing the brute until it had 
inflicted serious wounds on no less than thirty-two persons. The inquiry which was 
immediately opened showed that the wolf, which is believed to have come from the 
neighboring province of Bessarabia, had been suffering from rabies. The injured will, 
it is stated, be sent to Paris to be treated at the Pasteur Institute. 

Browning Brothers, of Ogden, Utah, have as one of their firm Mr. J. M. Browning, who 
is probably the greatest American inventor of firearms, several of his patents being in 
use by leading manufacturers. One of his recent inventions he called the Peacemaker” 
—a rifle which would fire sixteen shots in a second. He has now perfected a machine 
rifle which has been tested, and surpasses anything in the line heretofore made. The 
Ogden Standard gives this description of the new weapon: On the new gun, the iron 
feeder containing shells has been supplanted by a canvass belt, which can be made as 
long as desirable. The one intended for exhibition holds 279 shells. It is laid in a wood- 
en box much the same as fire hose not in use, being folded back and forth until the box 
is full. One advantage of this belt is that it can be filled up at the factory and shipped 
ready for use, thus doing away with the packing in small paper boxes and from them 
filling the feeder. To load the gun all that is necessary is to insert one end of the belt 
and the gun is loaded for as many shots as the belt contains cartridges. So much for the 
loading. In firing, good control is had of the gun. The trigger is not of the same charac- 
ter as those on rifles, but lies parallel with the barrel. To fire one shot the trigger is 
pushed to left with a snap, the shooter thus being able to regulate the time between each 
shot. When a succession of shots is desired, the trigger is pushed to the right and held 
there till the desired number have been fired. In battle a belt containing as high as 500 
cartridges can be fired. When exhausted it can be thrown aside and a new one inserted 
with but little loss of time. The belt can be reloaded and used until worn out. The cart- 
ridges are 45 caliber, 70 grains of powder and 500 grains of bullet. The bullet will have 
a speed of 1260 feet per second. An experiment on 400 yards was made west of Ogden 
some time ago. Ten shots were fired before the first bullet struck the bank and then a 
cloud of dust was raised. The present cartridges are longer than those used in the first 
make of the gun, which has reduced the speed of firing from sixteen to ten shots per 
second. To show the rapidity of the motion in the mechanism it may be stated that 
every cartridge fired passes through six movements in being pulled, with the belt in the 
gun pulled shoved over to its. proper place, pushed in and fired, drawn back and then 
thrown from the gun. This makes necessary sixty movements in the mechanism in firing 
ten shots, or in one second’s time. | 
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MONDAY, APRIL 27, 1891. 


GATHERING TO THE LAND OF ZION. 


THE Latter-day Saints are frequently asked why they gather to America, 
instead of remaining in their native lands. The general answer is, be- 
cause the Lord has appointed that place for the gathering of His people 
in the last days. Those who receive the Gospel among the nations are 
to be assembled in the land of Zion, which is on the western hemisphere; 
while the Jews are to be restored to Jerusalem, on the eastern hemi- 
sphere, preparatory to the coming of the Lord in power and glory. 

There are many reasons why the Saints can live nearer to the Lord and 
learn more of His ways in a gathered condition than when they are 
scattered in various lands. The number of those who are willing to throw 
off the bonds of tradition and prejudice, and obey the Gospel taught by 
the Lord Jesus, is comparatively small. When they receive the baptism 
of repentance for the remission of sins, the finger of scorn is pointed at 
them by the world, and the spirit of persecution begins to manifest 
itself in efforts to injure them. Unceasing diligence and a constant 
exercise of faith are necessary to ward off the evil influences that are 
thus added to the ordinary trials of life. With the prejudice of the vast 
majority against them, they are measurably bound, and in order to pro- 
tect themselves from their adversaries they must put forth an energy 
which, if properly used when these antagonizing influences are far re- 

moved, would enable them to make rapid progress in the knowledge of 
God. 

It may be urged that contact with the world is necessary to show the 
contrast and provide the experience that will polish the diamond. But 
there is a difference between polishing and grinding away the precious 
gem. If evil is necessary for the brightening process, there is enough 
of it present under the most favorable circumstances; for with the great- 
est care that can be taken, human failings will manifest themselves, and 
the adversary of righteousness is ever on the alert to lead into temptation. 

The principle that “union is strength” is as applicable to the com- 
bination of evil forces as of the powers of good. When the enemies of 
the Saints are numerous and united they possess great. power for carry- 
ing out their designs; and if the Saints in the paucity of their numbers 
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would be divided and they be weakened. That they might not constantly 
have this disadvantage to labor under, the Lord has directed them to 
assemble together upon a land which He has appointed and blessed for 
that purpose. When they obey this command, their strength is solidified 
by their personal association and unity of interests, and the powers of 
evil receive a check by being kept on the outside. 

One advantage of dwelling in a gathered condition may be illustrated 
in the case of children. When out in the world they are subjected to 
influences that tend to lead them to destruction, and when they see that 
the mass of the people are opposed to their parents in religious matters, a 
feeling of uncertainty is awakened ere the parent can convey to the not 
fully developed mind an understanding of the nature and causes of the 
disagreement. As the children grow in years and associate with youthful 
companions whose faith differs from theirs, it is a great undertaking to 
keep them in the straight and narrow way. But where the Sabbath 
schools, the meetings, the association of neighbors’ children, and the 
general sentiment of the community direct to the true worship of God, 
how changed are the conditions and how satisfactory the results! From 
being almost impossible to rear children in the way they should walk, it 
becomes a difficult task to turn them from it. Being among a people 
who prize virtue and truth dearer than life, a moral tone is given to their 
inclinations which enables them to resist temptation, and causes them to 
seek after good. Thus have the children of those who gather with the 

body of the Church an advantage beyond price in the cultivation of a 
desire to learn the truths of heaven. 

In an assembled capacity the people can also exercise more spiritual 
power and receive more abundantly of the blessings of the Lord. They 
are united, and give each other encouragement to press on in the cause 
of right. The fact of their union enables each to exercise greater faith; 
this is combined, and the results are consequently more extensive than 
under less favorable conditions. The field is also better prepared for the 


sowing of the good seed the dissemination of the knowledge of heavenly — 


The first principles of the Gospel are faith, repentance, baptism for the 
remission of sins, and the reception of the Holy Ghost. But there are 
other principles and ordinances in the progression of the Gospel which 
are necessary to the full enjoyment of the blessings of heaven. It is for 
the administration of these that Temples are erected to the name of the 
Lord. These sacred edifices are built upon the land of Zion, wherever the 
Lord directs. In them are received the holy ordinances and instruc- 
tions which were given in the Temple at Jerusalem, the sealings, bap- 
tisms for the dead, etc., which are necessary to quality the Saints for the 
celestial kingdom of God. 

proteotion from the attacks of their adversaries; when they have failed 
to heed: His call, destruction has come upon then. He sought to intro- 


duce this principle among the Jews, but they would not receive it, and | 


were to remain scattered and their interests separate, their strength 7 

things. 


266 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


when He was foretelling the destruction of Jerusalem, He exclaimed, 
“how often would I have gathered thy children together even as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! — — 

house is left unto you desola | | 

John the Revelator, in n acoount of his vision of what . tale 
place on the earth, says that he saw an angel bring the everlasting Gos- 
pel to men; he also says that he “heard a voice from heaven saying, 
Come out of her my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that 
ye receive not of her plagues. For her sins have reached unto heaven, 
and God hath remembered her iniquities.” Here the Lord Himself gives 
a reason for the gathering of His Saints from Babylon. They were com- 
manded to come out of her that they should not be partakers of her sins; 
for those who voluntarily remain among the peoples classed as Babylon 
necessarily partake of their sins toa greater or less extent, because they 
refuse to obey the command of the Lord to be united; consequently they 
will be made recipients of the plagues that will shortly be 1 out on 
the mother of abominations. 

This is the dispensation of the fulness of times, and the voice of the 
Lord has gone forth to His people. To those who are called as His ser- 
vants to bear the divine message to mankind He has said: 

Verily, I say unto you, that ye are chosen out of the world to Anslare 
my Gospel with the sound of 3 es — the voice of a trump; 

and ye are called to brin thering of my elect, 
for mine elect a my voice and harden 5 . ye rts; wherefore the 
decree has gone forth from the Father, that they shall be gathered in 
unto one place upon the face of this land, to prepare their hearts and be 
prepared a all — against the day when tribulation and desolation 
are sent forth upon the wicked; for the hour is nigh, and the wad soon at 
hand when the earth is ripe. 

Thus “the decree has gone forth ome the Father,” respecting the 
gathering of Israel in the latter days. In accord with His word, the 
Holy Ghost bestows upon those who embrace the Gospel in sincerity a 
desire to be numbered with the body of the Chureh. They long to bid 
farewell to Babylon and to dwell with the Saints. This is the spirit of 
gathering, which is poured out upon those who love God and keep His 
commandments; it is the inspiration of the Spirit of God to guide them 
into all truth. Iti is a testimony of the word of the Lord to those ere 
receive the Gospel in the Gentile nations. 

Let them therefore who are among the Gentiles, flee unto Zion. And 
let 1 who be of Judah flee unto Jerusalem, unto the mountains of the 


lands house. 
e out from among the nations, even from Babylon, from the midst 


of Nene which is spiritual Babylon. 

But verily, thus saith the Lord, Let not your flight be by haste, but let 
all things be prepared before you, and he — goo let him me look 
back, lest sudden destruction come upon 

This is the word of the Lord, and those ‘ites take a position antago- 
nistic to it, or fail to heed the divine call, place themselves in an unenvi- 
able situation. A reason is given for the gathering of the Saints, for 
which the Lord says there should be a work of preparation. A leading 


+, 
— 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 367 


feature in this preparatory work is that the Saints learn to obey the 
principle of the gathering alone for the love of the Gospel, and to do the 
will of God. There have been some who have emigrated to the land of 
Zion with the object of improving their worldly affairs. This has been 
their chief aim, and they have been disappointed. To insure the bless- 
ings of the Lord, the motive must be of an entirely different nature. It 
is true that those who have gathered have been blessed and benefited in 
their temporal condition, and have secured comforts and luxuries which 
they could not possibly have reached in their native lands; some have 
not been able to bear prosperity, and have lost their love for the Gospel 
by grasping after wealth. But the secret of success in their temporal 
affairs among the Saints in Zion is that they have sought first the king- 
dom of God and His righteousness, and the other things have been added 
to them; where there are any who have sought to change this order, the 
blessing of the Lord has departed, either in spiritual or temporal things, 
or in both. | 

The gathering is an important step, and hasty 25040 1 is unwise. Full 
attention should be paid to the duties and responsibilities that devolve 
on the Saints among the nations, and due consideration be given to all 
the circumstances. There are hardships to endure, and difficulties to 
overcome in Zion. All of life’s trials are not passed by in the brief space 
of time that it takes to reach the vales of the Rocky Mountains. But to 
those who assemble there for the truth’s sake, God gives strength for all 
their needs, and fills them with light and joy never before experienced. 
Those who intend emigrating should prepare themselves by obtaining 
correct information. The Lord says, And let the work of the gathering 
be not in haste, nor by flight, but let it be done as shall be counseled by 
he Elders of the Church at the conferences, according to the martin cs 
which they receive from time to time.” 

With respect to this principle, and all others, it is the duty of the 
missionaries to act under the guidance of the Holy Ghost. The fact of 
the land of Zion being their home, and endeared to them by associations 
as such, should not lead them to think only of its beauties, and to forget 
its disadvantages to new comers. When they are inquired of, let them 
state the whole situation, especially the untoward circumstances which 
emigrants and strangers are likely to meet. Respecting the gathering, 
the Elders should explain the principle when occasion requires, but act- 
ing upon it should be left entirely to the individual. If the latter is in 
the line of duty, the Holy Spirit will inspire him or her to conform to 
the will of God, and by the faithful observance of His laws the way will 
be opened for a bestowal of the choice blessings o of heaven. J. H. A 


RuRABES.- Elder T. A. Halgren is honorably released from his labors 
as President of the Skane Conference of the Scandi navian nen to 
return home. 

Elders Chris. 8 Erastus Kofford, ‘lade k. Peterson, N. Nelson 
and John Rosecranz are honorably released from a as n 
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AT THE FUNERAL OF PRESIDENT WELLS. | 


_ [CONTINUED FROM PAGE 254.] 
Wir President Woodruff had concluded his remarks, the congregation 
was addressed by | 
APOSTLE ANTON E. LUND, 

who referred to the excellent qualities of the deceased, and to the high 
esteem in which he was held by his co-laborers in the Manti Temple. He 
then spoke, in substance, as follows: We are gathered here to-day to pay 
our respects to our beloved brother, President Daniel H. Wells, who has 
just departed. With you I feel the loss we have sustained, because I have 
had the privilege of being associated with him for the last three years in 
the Temple at Manti. During that time I have much enjoyed his com- 
pany and felt that he was indeed a man of God. He was a man of great 
kindness, coupled with rare ability. It was pleasant to meet him every 
morning and to feel at home in his presence. It was pleasant to listen to 
his discourses. They were brief, but gems of wisdom. And those who 
have been associated with him will remember his teachings and impart 
them to their children after them. I know this to be the feeling of all 
who have labored with him in the Temple. 

Brother Wells, although he loved the Saints from the time when — 
came to Nauvoo, was not at first impressed with their doctrines, until he 
heard the Prophet Joseph preach on baptism for the dead. This princi- 
ple he at once accepted as true, and he decided to devote his life to the 
work for the departed. It was the charity and the infinite mercy shown 
in the doctrine that impressed it upon his loving heart. 

One day he was walking on the street in Nauvoo, when Brother Kim- 
ball came up behind him, touched him on the shoulder and said, You are 
thinking of joining the Church and becoming one of us.“ He was startled, 
because he had not mentioned what he felt toanyone. He did not join 
this people until they had suffered the utmost, and he did not cast his lot 
with them because he expected any worldly returns. He received a testi- 
mony of the truth; therefore he became one with us. 

After having referred to the labors of the deceased in the Endowment 
House and in the Temple, the speaker said that the words of the Apostle 
Paul could properly be applied to Brother Wells: “I have fought a good 
fight; I have finished my course; I have kept the faith: henceforth there 
is laid up for me a crown of righteousness.” He fought indeed the good 
fight, and kept the faith. The work in the Temples is eminently a labor 
of faith. Few have performed so much work of this kind as he. He 
spent his time and his means in that direction, and worked for a great 
many on the other side of the veil. I have no doubt that he has now met 
with many of those who through his ministrations have ed the 
truth. 

1 ete his family and friends who are left n to mourn * 
departure. 


APOSTLE FRANKLIN D. RICHARDS 
then spoke as follows: — 
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have sustained by the departure of this great and good man, who has fin- 
ished his earthly course, and whose remains are here with us to-day. I was 
glad to know him fifty years ago in the city of Nauvoo, and can speak of 
the kindness which he exhibited towards an afflicted and distressed peo- 
ple, driven from the state of Missouri in deep sorrow, and left without a 
home. When the Prophet Joseph obtained deliverance from his guards- 
men and arrived at Commerce he found in Brother Wells one who received 
him kindly, in conjunction with a few other proprietors of an extensive 
tract of land in that region; and the Prophet was thereby enabled to 
secure a place for the Saints to begin to dwell in. He obtained from 
Brother Wells a portion of the land on which the city of Nauvoo is situa- 
ted, on reasonable terms. When any little variance arose among the 

people, he who was then the respected and beloved Squire Wells settled 
their difficulties and gave satisfaction to all concerned. 

I must not now stop to go into details; but 1 would like to tell you that 
he was much beloved by the Prophet Joseph. The fact that Brother 
Wells was with the Saints in the various circumstances which attended 
them during their sojourn from 1839 to 1846, in Nauvoo, created in the 
hearts of all the people an affection for him that has intensified ever since. 
President Wells—as we know him and loved to call him—had occasion to 
feel of himself and to be felt of by the Lord. 

There is a time in the history of all men who have this Gospel brought 
to them among the Gentiles when they have to choose that day whom 
they will serve. As one said of old, “If Baal be God serve him, but if the 
Lord be God, serve him.” In those days when the Saints were being 
driven out and started for the valleys of these mountains, Esquire Wells 
found himself brought to this position: He had to sum up the matter 
and make up his mind whether he would cast his lot with God’s people or 
take his chances continuously with the world, as before. The people had 
come to love him, and the principles which he had heard had sunk deep 
into his heart, but the great question of fixing his interest with God’s 
people was not yet determined therein. These things do occur, and we 
have one grand instance of this in the case of Moses, when it was decreed 
that all the male children must be killed. He was found by the princess 
concealed among the bulrushes; he was taught in all the learning of 
the Egyptians—their mythology, all that pertained to the education of 
the Egyptians and the Greeks; he was learned in military affairs and 
became a successful warrior, and the mother of his adoption intended him 
for the throne. Moses had this before him, but the question arose in his 
mind, “Shall I cast my lot with the Egyptians and stay with them or 
shall I be true to my kin and remain with my own people Those 
troubles which belong to the human mind had their place in Moses, and 
Paul says, “ He chose by the power of faith rather to suffer affliction with 
the people of God than enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season.” So with 
Brother Daniel. He had to leave a wife, a son,a home. These things had 
weighed in his mind. He summed them up and determined to cast his lot 
with God’s people; and he followed them out to these mountains. 

I rejoice greatly in having had the acquaintance of Brother Wells 
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through all the varied experiences from then till now. We have known 
him as a superintendent of public works right here on this block, building 
the early part of the Temple, and in other labor. We have known him, 
too, in the days of pinching want; always careful in his dealings with his 
brethren, whom he loved to please, doing them all the good he could; and 
I have never yet discovered a man or woman who could say that he 
wantonly lacerated his or her feelings or wounded their hearts. We have 
seen him as mayor of this city in the early days, when we had peace here, 
and also when the disturbing elements began to come in. How true he 
was in all his management, and how well the city was kept with the small 

police force which used to exist in it. Peace was so well maintained then 
that a woman could walk through the streets as safely in the middle of 
the night as at noonday. We have seen him promoted to the highest 
military rank known in the existence of a Territory of the United States, 
and we have seen him with his officers gathering men and means and 
going to various positions in the Territory to subdue the occasional 
hostilities which occurred with the Indians. But he was most careful 
lest there should be any bloodshed, and the aborigines came to learn 
through his kind though firm treatment that this people were their true 
friends; for he taught them that it was better to fight them with tobacco 
and biscuit than powder and lead. His officers all loved him and the 
longer his association with them the deeper became their attachment 
to him. | 

We have known him, too, as a foreign missionary. Twice has he been 
to European countries, preaching the Gospel, proclaiming it both verbally 
and through the press. His acquaintance among the human family was 
extensive. All Israel seem to know him to-day, and he knew all Israel; 
for when he came to be a counselor to the First Presidency, he traveled 
and labored throughout the Territory. Some of us have had the satis- 
faction of enjoying those sacred seasons with him. And how he loved 
them! How he sought by night and day to interest all God's people! He 
never appeared to set anything before this purpose of his heart. And 
then he was called to labor in the Endowment House. My own experi- 
ence with him enables me to say that we have very few men in Israel 
who understand and comprehend the law of God and can make so careful 
and faithful an application of it to the multifarious conditions of the 
human family as did President Daniel H. Wells. His great experience in 
this enabled him to do it with love and affection, by which he technically 
maintained every right and every interest of all concerned. 

But I am occupying too much time. I love to dwell upon the virtues 
and excellencies of such a man, and would like to say to the young men of 
Israel, “Read the biographical sketch of President Wells and see if you 
can set your mark and standard, in the years that you may live in ward 
earth, as high as he has done.” ** 

As a patriarch he was the father of a numerous family. It is a . 
of public notice that he was the father of thirty-seven children, twenty- 
five of whom are now living, and a couple of dozen grandchildren. Look 
at this; he at the age of seventy-six leaving this commencement of na- 
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tional and family honor and glory behind him! We have no record that 
Father Abraham, though he lived to the age of 120 years, left so many 
souls upon the earth; yet it was promised that his seed should become as 
the sand of the seashore, like the stars of heaven, innumerable. With 
such a sowing as Brother Wells has given us, what shall the reaping of the 
harvest be in the countless ages of eternity? Then he has passed through 
all the ordinances and attained unto all the offices of the Priesthood. 
Having now departed, is he not among the spirits of the just made 
perfect?’ Having been permitted to do work for his dead here, is it not a 
glorious thought that he can go now and hunt them up and inform them 
what he has been doing? He was a personal friend of the Prophet, the 
Patriarch Hyrum and all the Apostles who have departed this life one 
after another, and he attended the funerals of most of them. What joy 
he must find to-day in meeting and associating with them! Great and 
glorious have been his labors. Let us contemplate the fact that he is now 
with a considerable portion of his family there—that he is with the multi- 
tude of his generation gone before. Perhaps he has more kindred there 
than he has left here. 

My dear friends and neighbors, widows, and sons, and Sea all 
those connected with this good man, I would ask, is not the knowledge of 
these things a satisfaction to you—one that must assuage your grief now 
that he has gone? We must all go soon; then why not to-day as well as 
any other? Brother Wells having filled a life of such usefulness and 
greatness, let me ask which of his sons will so emulate the deeds of his 
father that he will equal his course of life here? Shall we not, with such 
an example before us, try to do better than we have yet done? 

May the Spirit of the Father be upon the sorrowing ones, abide with 
them and be ever near to whisper to them words of comfort and consola- 
tion; and may God guide them in that honorable course until they reach 
that happy end to which Brother Wells has attained. We cannot mourn 
for any sin of omission or commission on his part; but we shall feel his 
absence keenly. We need more such men; but the Lord will order all 
these things, and we must acknowledge His hand in whatever may betide 
us. “May our last end be like unto his;” may our rest be also glorious. 
Amen. 


[To BE CONTINUED. ] 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 


Bishop a of Fountain Green, Sanpete County, is establishing a d and 
creamery four miles from the town. He has 400 cows. 

It is stated that J. H. Bennett, passenger agent of the Rio Grande Western railway, 
whose office is in Salt Lake City, has been requested to resign his position. 

The attorneys of Ogden are endeavoring to learn whether there are grounds for expel- 
ling from the Bar Association T. J. Hudson and L. R. Rhodes, the two lawyers who 
are attempting to seize sixteen blocks of property in Ogden. 
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